
Christopher Chitwood 

 

Your occupation: Restaurant Staff & 4x4 Raft Guide 

 

Your education: High School Diploma from Fayetteville High School 

 

Previous Board of Directors or related experience: Applicable experience being part of small 

teams running and partially running four different companies, including one non-profit 

 

I truly want to see and help the Co-op and local community thrive in times when so much of 

what we consume comes from beyond our local economy. I moved to Durango in February 

2015, Before Durango, I grew up on a small urban farm outside Fayetteville, AR. We had 3 acres 

of land, a massive garden, and raised a few chickens while befriending our neighbors with 

excess produce we couldn’t eat ourselves. My parents understood the benefit of being able to 

gather fresh eggs for breakfast and share local food with the community, they instilled that 

same drive for good local organic food and community in me. Along with getting years of 

organic farming experience growing up I also have real business experience. Since I was 14 I’ve 

been involved with my parent’s optometrist business that has sustained them, along with us 

children, for 30 years, as I got older I started helping update and rework their floor plan, IT 

systems, standard operating procedures and more,  

a lifelong journey that I still have my hand in. Working for Habitat for Humanity gave me construction 

experience to build almost anything I have the resources for and gave me a window into running a 

successful non-profit. While my most recent employment in a plant nursery start-up showed me what 

really goes into creating a successful business with very little beginning capital. And over the next few 

years, I want to continue to grow and build a solid foundation for the co-op and the local community to 

flourish together. 


